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he would find .that there was no boundary he could
fix for his separate self. He would, therefore,
cease to draw lines of division between himself and
the universe: and he would attain to the absolute
whole, not by going forward to another place, but by
abiding in that principle on which the whole universe
is based."1

Plotinus, then, like Aristotle, regards discursive
thought, which takes things in their separation and
connects them externally with each other, as a limited
and imperfect manifestation of the intelligence under
the conditions of our finite existence. We cannot
explain discursive reason, any more than we can explain
intuitive reason, as a mere product or property of the
bodily organism; but it is because a spiritual being is 'in
the body' that he is obliged to think through images,
and therefore to conceive things as externally related
to each other in time and space. In like manner
Plotinus thinks of all the impulses of our individual
life, whether of fltfjuo? or of eTrtdujmta, as closely con-
nected with our physical nature. When, therefore, we
rise to the principle on which the discursive intelli-
gence rests, when we become aware of the unity that
lujjcterlies all our ^consciousness of particular things,
even of our own particular existence, we are already
beginning to emancipate ourselves from the body
amd from the limits of finite individuality that are
1VI,5,7.